By Robert Dnlgan
A mysterious old woman whn

ztchhlkmg boosts mzle?,

LR, T

calls herself Peace Pilgrim is in

town this week. For the last 23
years she has been traveling non-
stop around the country in behalf of
her obsession — peace.

When she began her ndyssey in

ly, sometimes as far as 50 miles a
day. She said she covered 50,000

- 1953, she said, she walked exclusive-

miles on foot. “I know because I use

road maps,” she said. =~ °
For the last 12

“I cut down my walking because it

ing,” she said.

_ yearé she has been. f
mixing"hitchhiking  with. footwork. .
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“she said. “I walk until given 5*“3“9‘"

and I fast until given food. But I'do
not ask. It must be given. If I asked,

it would deprive the other fellow of

the joy of giving.” Giving, not re-

‘ceiving, is one :of . her tenets for

peace.

She said she has no trouble get-
ting food and shelter on the road.
“About three-fourths of the time I'm

'+ ~given a bed by total strangers,” she

said. “But many nights I've slept be-

side the road or walked all night to

keep warm.” '
Miss Pilgrqm, whﬂse speakmg

_itinerary is made up into June 1977,
- will give five admission-iree talks
- didn’t give me enough time for talk- 1 o

to church groups here this:.week.
She has mada four vlslts here, dat-

< all of them legal,”

_much lnfnrmatiun ahnut her past

declining to tell her name or age. “I

want to emphasize my message, not |
myself,” she said. “I used to use my
real name in interviews, but it

. made for too much confusion. Peo-

ple -used my real name instead of ]
Peace Pilgrim when they wrote to '

me in Cologne, and everything got |
mixed up.”

- She would only say that she was

‘born on. a farm, that she never

married and that she once held jobs
that made her ‘a cuns:derable”

.amount of money.

“I made money in several ways,
»8he said: ‘T had
fine cars, apartments and clothes, ;
.- the usual thing. Tt'was a' meaning-

i less life. Then'I gave’ eyerything

But she still walks a; lut stay ng;t?; :
: nsjiand “away. If youlhave more. than‘ you
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Peace Pllgrlm, Cologne, N.J., 08213,
l“Colugne is a small farm cnmmuni- |
ty,” she said.'“A lady. there handles
'my mail. She nfferad tq.&{q it after .
she heaxd: me: Speak AR ;

+ Miss: Pilgrim said she never as!-:m
for. help “I dnnt acuept mnngy.”




